
Edward the Elder Primary is a school where 
all learners are happy, in an environment 
based on trust and support. 

We will settle for nothing less than excellence 
in our drive for achievement wherever this 
can be found.



Aims of our Phonics Meeting

 To give you a better understanding of Phonics and how we 
teach it at Edward the Elder.

 To share how you can support your child at home with 
developing their phonics and reading skills.

 To provide you with ideas for fun and engaging activities 
to take and use at home with your child.



What is Phonics?
Phonics is the teaching of reading by developing awareness of the 
sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent 
those sounds.

It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and 
use the sounds within words.

Children are also taught the correspondence between sounds and 
the letters that represent them.



Terminology – A Quick Guide
 Phonemes – Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in 

the English language.

 Graphemes - How a phoneme is written down. There can be more 
than one way to spell a phoneme.

 Digraph – When two letters make one sound – d-u-ck

 Trigraph – When three letters make one sound – n-igh-t

 Common Exception Words – words that are read by sight – ‘the’, 
‘he’, ‘she’ etc. 



Learning
 Daily phonics lessons – taught in ability groups across Reception plus 

daily Literacy lessons.

 We teach from a well developed phonics programme and often 
supplement this with learning tasks from Letters and Sounds. 

 Children will learn initial sounds, then learn to blend them together to 
form words and sentences.



Reception Phonics











Learning to Read
Segmenting

Breaking a word into sounds in order to read or 
spell it. 

Blending
Putting the sounds together in order to read it. 



Phonics – Reading at Home
Your child will have: 

• A termly Phonics book which is linked directly to the sounds being 
learnt in school.

• Homework tasks (purple book) will share the sounds which are being 
learnt in class.

• School reading books to share pictures, sounds and words that support 
articulating the phonemes and seeing them in words that can be 
identified and read.

• A Reading Diary – parents are encouraged to share their child’s 
progress within reading at home inside the diary.

• Termly Common Exception Words to learn and children are 
encouraged to practise reading by sight at home. 

• Opportunities to practise forming and writing different sounds.
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Phonics - At Home


