
 
 
Here at Edward the Elder, we are constantly trying to improve our teaching of English, 
whilst ensuring that the maximum progress is made. We have made some changes this    
academic year which we hope are supported by yourselves at home as your support really 
does go to helping children to make progress.  

 

 Each class will now award a reader and writer of the half term to encourage regular 
reading and responses to texts read. These children will be celebrated as part of a    
special assembly.  

 Certificates will continue to be awarded following the completion of effective  
 comprehensions and journals. How many will your child earn this year? Mrs Guest    
 presents these certificates in Monday’s assemblies.  
 Across years 1-6 you will notice a new style question sheet which replace the previous 

activities. Staff will go through these with children in class and 
model how to answer them. There is still the expectation that 
one is completed each week.  

 In addition, in KS2 we are having a focus on inference        
questions where the children will be given a series of questions 
that will develop their understanding of this key reading skill. 
Our aim is to offer the children more of a variety of questions       

 to answer in order to keep them engaged. Written responses 
 are key and across the key stage we will build upon this, working towards the written 
 responses in the year 6 SATs test.  
 At home, you could also ask the questions verbally to children to encourage dialogue 

about the book. 
 We recognise how precious books are at Edward the Elder and sadly last year lots of 

our books were lost/not returned. Due to this, we are introducing a charge of £3 per 
book if they are not returned to school, we hope you can support us with this. Reading 
packs should go home each night and return to school the next day. It supports       
children to follow the reading ‘little and often’ approach.  

Thank you to families who supported our Book Fair in July. 
We have over £300 in commission to spend on books for 
school which is fantastic! Our next Book Fair will be week 
beginning 25th November (just in time for Christmas       
purchases!)  

Thank you for your support! 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go!” Dr. 
Seuss.  
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Reading books and journals 
Every child is assessed termly on both their ability to read, as well as their understanding of texts and 
questions. It is important that children are banded on the correct colour book band based on both of the 
above. Teachers in our school may amend which book band your child is on, this is to ensure it is  
correctly pitched for their ability. Journals are a vital part of our teaching of reading—across the whole 
of our school. A child may be an extremely competent reader, however we must ensure they understand 
what they are reading and are familiar with the vocabulary.  

School Library 
 
All children will continue to have the opportunity to visit our School Library. Our aim is to continue to 
promote reading for pleasure as it is such an important part of learning. It is proven that the more     
children read, the better their imaginations and vocabulary are which play a vital part in improving their 
writing.  
Later this term we will be inviting parents into school with the children, to choose a book from our     
library to encourage further reading at home with the children . We hope this will be seen as a lovely 
opportunity and there may even be some prizes awarded!  
Watch this space! 

How can you support at home with reading?  
 Read as often as possible 

 Share and enjoy books 
 Comment in school diary 

 Use diary support to make sure your questioning matches 
school and government expectations 

 Encourage children to complete reading comprehensions/

journals, using the questions and journal support sheets    
provided on a weekly basis. 

 Visit https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/
reading-at-home/ for further support 

 

Handwriting 
 
We always have high expectations 
of pupils handwriting and presenta-
tion at Edward the Elder. Hand-
writing will continue to be taught 
weekly across school. Pen licenses 
will be up for grabs for year 5 and 
6. Please encourage even the best 
presentation at home in all areas 
of homework.  

Please remember that the most important aspect of  reading is  
enjoyment and understanding. 

Eve has discussed the characters in this story and was able to describe how they were  
feeling at different parts of the story. (Auntie)  

Jack has completed a journal about his book. He read the first 5 pages and then predicted 
what might happen next.  AB (Mom) 

In her journal, Sophie wrote a summary of the story’s key events. DM (Dad)  

Jim remembered five key facts after reading his non-fiction book. (Uncle) 

As you are aware, support at home has a huge impact on any child’s learning, whatever their age and 
reading ability. Here are some ideas of how you could comment in their reading diary: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/

